108                      ROME,   THE   CENTEE   OF

and apocryplial boots attributed to old prophets, to
the doctor who interprets the Divine law, to the
chief of the synagogue, more often still to the head
of the family, who keeps the deposit of the Law,
and hands it on to his children. Boyalty, the civil
power, do not count for much in a social organization
of this kind. And such an organization never works
better than when the individuals who submit them-
selves to it are spread abroad as tolerated strangers
through a great and diverse empire. It is in the
nature of Judaism, inasmuch as it cannot evolve
from itself the principle of military power, to
remain in a condition of political subordination.
Its essence has been to form communities, which,
with their code and their private magistracy, exist
in the heart of other states, until modern libe-
ralism introduces the principle of equality before
the law.

The Eoinan rule, established in Judea in the year
63 B.C., by the arms of Pompey, seemed at first to
realize some of the conditions of Jewish life. It was
not at this period the policy of Eome to assimilate
to herself the peoples which she annexed, one after